
Lori’s hope is to engage other specialty 

chemical distributors and customers to 

bring a real life experience to young 

people through the education system 

so that together we can attract bright 

minds to the chemical industry.   

 

“The chemical industry needs the next   

generation to be excited about the     

opportunities that are available in a   

rewarding career. The United States 

needs the chemical industry to be a 

strong market because chemicals not 

only protect our homes, bridges and 

roads they are everywhere.”     

                           Lori Hilson Cioromski, President  
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Lori Hilson Cioromski, President of TH Hilson Company 

is a 59% women owned business. Lori is a member of 

NAWBO’s Next Generation Outreach Committee, and was 

asked to participate in the Chicago Public School’s Job 

Shadow Day in February 2010. Mayor Daley asked 

NAWBO’s members to show Chicago’s high school         

students what a women run business looks like. Lori was 

able to provide an amazing day for 28 female high school 

students at Edlong Dairy Products in Elk Grove Village. 

Along with Lori, Laurette Rondenet-Smith, CEO/COB of 

The Edlong Corporation, a food flavor manufacturer and 

several VP’s from Sara Lee talked to the high school girls 

about pursuing their dreams.   

 

In September 2010, Lori organized another career day for 

8 female chemistry students from Taylor University at 

Edlong Dairy Products. The students also visited Kraft 

Foods to see a food processing pilot plant. This day is    

documented in a You Tube video so students who were not 

able to attend can see the opportunities that a career in 

chemistry can offer. The video is titled "Exploring         

Opportunities in the Chemical Industry (Food Science          

Technology)."  

 

CPS and Taylor University students learned about the 

sales process in how a new chemical is introduced, the 

testing and approval process, participated in a sensory 

tasting panel and went on a plant tour to see how food 

flavor ingredients were blended into the finished product 

which will eventually be available on grocery shelves. "If 

we can encourage one student to gain insight on future 

career opportunities, then we will have accomplished our 

goal to make a positive difference in a young persons life," 

said Hilson Cioromski. 

 

Due to this work, the message is spreading, in October 

2010, Supplier Diversity Review Magazine wrote an     

article titled “Hoping for a Chain Reaction”. In December 

2010, ICIS conducted an interview with Lori during the 

NACD’s Annual Meeting. In February, 2011 Lori           

presented “Promoting Awareness of Opportunities in the 

Chemical Industry” at the Wisconsin Paint & Coatings 

Association’s monthly meeting. 

In February 2011, Lori brought over 75 Chicago 

State University students to Sherwin Williams 

plant who is a global major paint manufacturer.  

The reason why Sherwin Williams was interested 

in participating in a career day with TH Hilson and 

one of their key suppliers, Cabot Corporation, was 

to help spread the word about the opportunities 

that are available in the chemical industry for 

young people. They have job opportunities that 

they sometimes can’t fill and are seeking bright 

young people to fill these jobs for the future.  

 

 

Students learn about the sales process: 

 Raw Material Manufacture 

 Specialty Chemical  Distributor  

 End Product Manufacturer  

Students gain real world insight: 

 A Chemical Reaction  

 The Testing and Approval Process 

 Application Labs  

 Participate in a plant tour 

Career Day:  
exploring opportunities 

in the chemical industry 


